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Census Population of 35.2 million in 2016,
up from 20 million 50 years ago
Census Population, Canada

Source: Statistics Canada, various Censuses



growth rate lowest since late 1990S

Census Population and Growth Rate, Canada

Source: Statistics Canada, various Censuses
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Canada has highest growth rate among G7 countries

Average Percent Annual Population Growth Among G20 and G7 Countries, 2011-2016 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census
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Provinces and territories
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All four western provinces had above-average growth
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Source: Various Censuses
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Population has gradually shifted west for 50 years

Share of Total Population (%)
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Nearly half of Canada’s population live in six large urban areas

Population by Geography

* Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Calgary, Ottawa-Gatineau, Edmonton 
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Urban and rural Areas



Wide variation in growth across large urban areas

Population Growth Rate Among Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) in Canada, Between 2006-2011 and 2011-2016, 
Ranked by Percentage Growth, 2011-2016

Source: 2016 and 2011 Censuses
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Nearly Half of CSdS in rural areas experienced population declines

Population Change in Rural Canada (population 1,000 or more, excluding reserves)

Percent Change
Number of 

CSDs
Percent of 

CSDs

Greater than 10% 89 7%

5.0% to 9.9% 188 14%

0 to 4.9% 424 32%

- 4.9% to 0 444 34%

Less than -5% 181 14%

Total 1,326 100%

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census



A Look at each province and territory





13.5

4.9 5.3
7.0

5.65.7
4.0

5.4 5.9 5.0

1991
-1996

1996
-2001

2001
-2006

2006
-2011

2011
-2016

BC Canada

British columbia: A drop in growth from 2006 to 2011

%

*Note: components are demographic estimates
and total may differ from census growth

Percent Population Growth, 1991-2016 Estimate of Component Growth, 2011-2016*

1.2 3.4 1.11.9 3.8

Natural
Increase

International
Migration

Interprovincial
Migration

BC Canada

2016 BC Population  4,648,100

%

Source: Statistics Canada Various Censuses



22



4.0

2.8

2.8

2.5

2.1

1.8

1.2

1.0

0.6

-1.2

-1.4

-1.8

-2.8

Parksville   28,900

Duncan   44,500

Prince George   86,600

Penticton   43,400

Rural   539,900

Nelson   18,300

Salmon Arm   17,900

Terrace   15,700

Powell River   16,800

Varied growth in urban areas, modest growth in rural areas

Population Change in Urban Areas, 2011-2016
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Vancouver Suburbs grew faster than city, but at a reduced rate

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census
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Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census



High growth in outer Vancouver suburbs,
Slower growth in inner suburbs  
Growth of Municipalities in Vancouver CMA (5,000 or more population)
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Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census
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High growth in southern Manitoba, modest growth in rural areas

Population Change in Urban Areas, 2011-2016
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growth Still higher in the 905 area, 
but increasing more in the city of Toronto

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census
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growth varies across the greater toronto area (GTA)

Population Change in Municipalities in the GTA
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Moderate growth in many urban areas, little growth in rural ones

Population Change in Urban Areas, 2011-2016
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Montreal Suburbs grew faster than the city, but at a reduced rate

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census
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Montreal   1,704,700

Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu   95,100

Repentigny   84,300

Boucherville   41,700

Pointe-Claire   31,400

Saint-Bruno-de-Montarville   26,400

Cote-Saint-Luc   32,400

Boisbriand   26,900

High growth in outlying municipalities

Growth of Municipalities in Montreal CMA (25,000 or more population)
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Mirabel   50,500

Vaudreuil-Dorion   38,100

Chambly   29,100

Mascouche   46,700

Saint-Constant   27,400

Saint-Jerome   74,300

Brossard   85,700

Blainville   56,900

Laval   423,000

Terrebonne   111,600

Chateauguay   47,900

Longueuil   239,700

% %

Dollard-Des Ormeaux   48,900

Saint-Eustache   44,000

Sainte-Julie   29,900

Sainte-Therese   26,000

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census
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The Atlantic Provinces
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Newfoundland and Labrador: Low growth continues 
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2016 NL Population  519,700
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PEI: Lower growth

%

*Note: components are demographic estimates
and total may differ from census growth

2016 PEI Population  142,900

Percent Population Growth, 1991-2016 Estimate of Component Growth, 2011-2016*
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NB Canada

NEW BRUNSWICK: A slight decline in population

%

*Note: components are demographic estimates
and total may differ from census growth

2016 NB Population   747,100

Percent Population Growth, 1991-2016 Estimate of Component Growth, 2011-2016*
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NS Canada

Nova scotia: Low growth continues

%

*Note: components are demographic estimates
and total may differ from census growth

2016 NS Population   923,600

Percent Population Growth, 1991-2016 Estimate of Component Growth, 2011-2016*
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Population Change in Urban Areas in Atlantic Canada, 2011-2016

Atlantic Canada: Moderate Growth in larger urban areas,
declines in rural and smaller urban areas  
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Charlottetown PEI    69,300

St. John's NL    206,000

Gander NL    13,200

Moncton NB    144,800

Fredericton NB    101,800

Halifax NS    403,400

Grand Falls-Windsor NL    14,200

Bay Roberts NL    11,100

Corner Brook NL    31,900

Summerside PEI    16,600

Truro NS    45,800

%

Kentville NS    26,200
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Edmundston NB    23,500

Rural PEI     57,000

Rural NS     315,000

Miramichi NB    27,500

Saint John NB    126,200

Rural NL     243,400

Bathurst NB    31,100

Rural NB     279,100

Cape Breton NS    98,700

New Glasgow NS    34,500

Campbellton (NB part)     13,100

%

0.0

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census

Rural

CMAs

2016 Atlantic Population  2,333,300     Rural 38%



The Northern Territories
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ABOVE-AVERAGE GROWTH IN Yukon and Nunavut, 
Very LOW GROWTH IN northwest territories

%

2016 Nunavut Population  35,900
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- Copyright Environics Analytics

Summary



Business implications of the population growth and decline

• A growing national market with more population concentrated in large urban areas

• Despite the economic pullback, Alberta will likely continue to be among the fastest-growing 
provinces; marketers will still have an increasing audience of young families

• Declining markets in many smaller urban and rural areas

– Many challenges for governments maintaining health care, libraries and schools

– Older populations will have different product and tech needs

• Emergence of niche markets in “retirement” communities

• Slow-down in growth in suburban areas

– Need to segment suburban population 

• Pick-up in growth in central cities, especially downtowns

– Change in product needs such as transportation alternatives like Uber, ride-sharing and bike-sharing

– Higher density may offer more opportunities for tech-enabled services like online groceries 

• High population churn in urban areas 

– Need to revisit make-up of trade areas and implications for product needs



Other Census Related iSSUES



Other data released  

• Data on dwellings  

– Total private dwellings

– Private dwellings occupied by usual residents

• Density of geographic areas  



Population estimates  

• Environics Analytics produces demographic estimates 
and projections in its DemoStats product. It’s based on 
Census counts adjusted for the net undercoverage; the 
counts will be higher than in the Census. 

• Net Census undercoverage estimates will not be 
available until spring 2018.   

• For 2011, net census undercoverage at the national 
level was 2.2%, ranging from a high of 6.2% for 
Nunavut to a low of 0.52% for New Brunswick.



The Census on Indian Reserves and Settlements

• 977 reserves and settlements identified in the 2016 Census

– 14 were not enumerated, down from 19 in 2011

• 5 enumerated in 2011 but not 2016

• 9 enumerated in 2016 but not 2011

• 9 not enumerated in either year

• 2016 total population 

– Total population of enumerated reserves and settlements: 355,280

– Growth rate of 2.5% (enumerated in 2011 and 2016)

Source: Statistics Canada 2016



Impact of reserves enumerated in only one Census

• Statistics Canada reports growth based on enumerated population

• Need to be careful of growth numbers in areas where a reserve was 
enumerated only once

(1) Adjusted for 11 reserves enumerated late in 2011 due to fires; counts not included in the 2011 census
(2) Adjusted for Akwesasne enumerated in 2016 (pop. 1202), but not 2011
(3) Adjusted for Six Nations enumerated in 2011 (pop. 6213), but not 2016
Source: Statistics Canada 2016

Reported Adjusted

Kenora Census Division (1) 13.8% 0.3%

Le Haut-Saint-Laurent (Que.) Census Division (2) 5.9% 0.3%

Brant County, Ont. (Brantford CA) (3) -0.9% 3.8%



Future Census Releases

• May 3, 2017

– Age and sex

– Type of dwelling

• September 13, 2017

– Income

• October 25, 2017

– Immigration and ethno-
cultural diversity

– Housing

– Aboriginal peoples

• August 2, 2017

– Families, households and marital status

– Language

• November 29, 2017

– Education

– Labour

– Journey to work

– Language of work

– Mobility and migration



What’s Ahead for Environics Analytics’ DemoStats

• 2017
– DemoStats released at end of March
– Based on 2011 Census geography
– Based on 2011 Census

• 2018

– DemoStats released at end of March
– Shift to 2016 Census geography
– Still based on 2011 Census, but will incorporate some trends from 2016

• 2019
– DemoStats released at end of March 
– Built with 2016 Census-based estimates adjusted for 2016 coverage
– Update to PRIZM5 based on 2016 Census and other data
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