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Population Growth
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Canada Leads G7 in Growth by Wide Margin; Growth Rebounds 
Back in 2021-2022

Annual population growth in Canada from 2002-2022
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Immigration Now Accounts for Nearly All of Population Growth; 
Record Levels in 2021-22
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Source: Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Main Trends Shaping Growth since Census 2016

6

• Immigration started to rise around 2015, dropped during the pandemic and bounced back to 
an all-time high in 2021-2022

• Interprovincial migration to Alberta dropped with the downturn in the resource sector but 
started to increase in 2021-22 

• Interprovincial migration to the Maritimes started to increase around 2015 with high 
increases in last two years

• In Ontario high immigration has been balanced against increasing out internal migration

• Population churn in the Toronto CMA with increasing out-migration since 2015
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Two Streams of Immigration to Canada: Permanent and Non-Permanent

7
Source: Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Over a Third of Recent Permanent Resident Immigrants Had 
Canadian Experience Before Getting Landed Status

8
Source: Statistics Canada 2021 Census
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Migration to Alberta Picked Up in 2021-2022

9
Source Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Migration to the Maritime Provinces Picked Up Around 2015
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Source: Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Out Migration from Ontario Picked Up 2020-2022
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Source: Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Toronto CMA Experiences High Immigration but Also High Internal 
Out Migration

12
Source: Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography
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Most Leaving the Toronto CMA go to Close-By CMAs; Some Move 
Beyond the Fringe of CMA
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But There is Also Movement Into the Toronto CMA  
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MoverStats: Top PRIZM Clusters for Moving to Toronto CMA

14 – Kick Back Country

47 – Social Networkers

52 – Friends & Roomies

16 – Savvy Seniors

23 – Mid-City Mellow

Upper/Middle Income Family in Rural Areas

Younger Culturally Diverse City Singles

Younger Culturally Diverse City Dwellers

Urban Seniors in Multi-Residence Buildings

Older City Homeowners
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Yonge & Bloor: Young Singles with Higher Incomes Moving In
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Source: Statistics Canada Demographic Estimates

2021-22 Showed the Highest Growth in 50 Years; Strong Growth in 
Maritimes; Growth in Alberta Picks Up
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Annual Population Growth 2021-2022, Ten Fastest Growing Census Metropolitan Areas 
and other Large CMAs
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An Older Population
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By 2036 Close to One In Four Canadians will be 65 Years or Older
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Highest Growth Projected to be at Oldest Ages
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Source: Environics Analytics based on Statistics Canada projections prepared for EA
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Source: Statistics Canada, Income Survey
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Today Boomers are Largest Generation but Not by Much

25
Source: Environics Analytics based on  Statistics  Canada  projections prepared foe EA
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Immigration  
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Immigration to Canada Has Trended Upward Since 1990
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Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada
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Targets for Immigrants by Type, Canada, 2023
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55.8%
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Source: Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada, 2022 Annual Report

A Diversity of Immigrants by Category of Admission
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Reference Projection Indicates that by 2041 Over One Third of the 
Population May be Immigrants

29
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2022 Projections of Diversity  Reference Scenario
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Permanent Resident Approved Temporary Resident Permits

NewtoCanada Shows About a Third of Permanent and Temporary 
Immigrants to Canada Q3 2021-Q3 2022 Were From India

Total  492.031 Total  1,049,663

30
Source: Environics Analytics, NewtoCanada (derived from Immigration, 
Refugee and Citizenship Canada data)
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Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal Account for Over Half of All 
Permanent Admissions and Temporary Approvals

31
Source: Environics Analytics: NewtoCanada
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Top Segments of Immigration Q3 2021- Q3 2022

32
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Racialized Population   
Groups
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Source: Statistics Canada 2021 Census
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Racialized Population Groups May Double to 20M by 2041   

2021 10,017 (‘000) 2041 19,524 (‘000)
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Source: Statistics Canada 2022 Projections of Diversity Analytics Reference Scenario
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More Second Generation at Younger Ages 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census

Population in racialized groups as a percent of total population, 2021, Canada
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In 2021, The Population in Racialized Groups Made Up Over 20 
Percent of the Population in 16 CMAs
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Indigenous Population
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The Pandemic Had a Major Impact on Census Collection on Reserves

39

• 787 Reserves or settlements enumerated in 2021

• 63 Reserves or settlements not enumerated in 2021
• 14 Reserves not enumerated in 2016
• 31 Reserves not enumerated in 2011 

• Also,  higher non-response rates on participating reserves and more generally in northern 

communities
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Census Counted 1.7 Million Indigenous People but Estimated 
Population is 2.1 Million

40
Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Indigenous Population, 2021 (thousands)

Largest Indigenous Population is in Ontario

41
Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Indigenous Populations Make Up 15% to 20% of Population in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan

42
Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Education and
Labour Force  
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Increases in Level of Education; Women are Now More Highly Educated

45
Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, 
February 2022
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Immigrants Make Up High Percent of Highly Educated 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Total Employment Back to Pre-Pandemic Levels and Unemployment 
at Near Record Low Level 

47
Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey
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High Growth in Employment of Non-Permanent Residents

48
Source(s): Labour Force Survey (3701), table 14-10-0084-01 and custom tabulation
Note(s): Data are three-month moving averages and not seasonally adjusted.
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Slight Decline in Employment Rate of Older Men  

49
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey
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Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey
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Working From Home Highest in Ottawa-Gatineau and Toronto
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Income and 
Expenditures

52
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Large Increase in After-Tax Income, Partly Due to Pandemic Payments

53
Source: Statistics Canada 2006-2021 Census  and Canadian Income Survey 
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Average Wages Have Been Increasing. But…
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Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey
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Wage Increases Have Not Kept Up With Inflation

55
Source: Statistics Canada Consumer Price Index and labour force survey
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Little Increase in Income in 2022; Gap with Inflation Widens
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56 Source: Statistics Canada, Income and Expenditure accounts
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Expenditures  
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Savings Rate Continues to be Higher than in Pre-Pandemic Years

58
Source: Statistics Canada: Income and Expenditure Accounts

80

90

100

110

120

In
de

x 
of

 In
co

m
e 

an
d 

Ex
pe

nd
itu

re
s Disposable Income

Household Expenditures
122.
115.6

1.0% 2.1% 2.5% 2.8%
5.6%

26.5%

13.0% 11.0%
14.0% 14.1%

9.3%
6.5%

8.8%
5.1% 5.7%

0%
5%

10%
15%
20%
25%
30%

Sa
vi

ng
s 

Ra
te

Index of income and expenditures, seasonally adjusted (Q1 2019 = 100)



© 2023 Environics Analytics 

Expenditures Up Except in Transport

59
Source: Statistics Canada Economic Accounts Table: 36-10-0107-01

-11.6%

1.8%

3.0%

3.4%

3.6%

3.8%

5.5%

7.9%

8.3%

12.3%

13.5%

16.5%

Transport

Food

Health

Total Household consumption expenditure

Education

Miscellaneous goods and services

Furnishings and household equipment

Recreation and culture

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels

Insurance and financial services

Clothing and footwear

Communications

Change in Expenditures (constant dollars) Q3 2019 to Q3 2022



© 2023 Environics Analytics 

EA ClickScapes Shows a Decline to Visits to Food Delivery Websites
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Summary of Main Trends
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• High Population Growth
o Growth spreading out to mid-sized and smaller urban areas
o All growth accounted for by immigrants and their children

• An Aging Population
o Particularly high growth for population 75 and older

• Continuing high permanent resident immigration; uncertainty about non-permanent 
residents  

• An increasingly racially diverse population
• Uncertainty about income and wealth trends



Thank you

Dr. Doug Norris
Doug.Norris@environicsanalytics.ca

• 613-592-3402613-592-3402
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